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various kinds of non-official agencies and institutions, and
it has been this vision which has inspired the people to
labour for the increase of their wealtii and to use the new
wealth they have acquired for achieving and securing their
new ideals. The Punjab has had no such vision and no
such ideals ; greater wealth meant greater credit, greater
extravagance and greater debts. Had such cultural
institutions and agencies been adequately developed in the
Punjab, it might have been possible perhaps for Govern-
ment to leave them to instil the desire for better things, and
itself to concentrate on the material side of the new life.
But that is not the case, and it is Government's main task
to teach the villagers so to want a better, fuller, happier,
healthier life and to instil such a desire for higher standards
of living, that they will clutch at whatever material means
is possible of obtaining and maintaining them instead of
having to have them almost forced upon them by
Government.
The only real, true incentive is an inborn desire for
something better for its own sake and not to please some
outside authority. No village can be permanently im-
proved from outside and no home can be permanently
improved until its inmates themselves want to improve it.
For permanence we must have spontaneity, and spontaneity
means a burning desire for better things in the hearts of
the villagers themselves.
This does not mean that all the good work now going
on should stop. Far from it. Who can say that it will
not sooner or later arouse the very ambition for better
things that we are looking for ? No ; this work must
continue, but the way to look at it is not as rural construc-
tion itself, but as a large-scale demonstration of what Rural
Reconstruction is, a form of publicity or propaganda done,

